VILLAGE VOICE
BRINKLEY..BURROUGH GREEN..CARLTON..WESTLEY WATERLESS
JULY 2017
SCRABBLE and MAHJONG
We meet in July on Monday 10th at 7.30pm in the
Community Room at Sheriff’s Court. Do come and join
us in a game. £2 includes refreshments.
Trish 01638 507495
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NEWMARKET & DISTRICT CAR CLUB
CLASSIC CAR SHOW
SUNDAY 2nd JULY
At
THE ANIMAL HEALTH TRUST
Landwades Park, Kentford. CB8 7UU
11am – 4pm
Free Entry. In addition to a display
of local Classic cars, you can enjoy
free access to
the Visitor Centre, Gift Shop &
Coffee Shop.
www.ahtvisitorscentre.co.uk
For more information about
Newmarket & District Car Club go to
www.newmarketanddistrictcarclub.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OPEN FOR THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME
BURROUGH GREEN
Three very varied and gorgeous gardens are opening
on the afternoons
SATURDAY 1st JULY and SUNDAY 2nd JULY.
1-6pm.
£5 per adult to include all three gardens
and children are free.
ALL gate monies are sent to The National Gardens
Scheme. For those of you who are unaware of the
NGS, it is a national charity which is celebrating its
90th anniversary this year. Funds raised largely
support Macmillan Nursing, Marie Curie, Hospice UK,
Carers Trust, Queen's Nursing Institute and
Perennial. Sadly, all of us know of people close to us
who have been unfortunate enough to need these very
worthwhile causes. (Incidentally, 90 pence in every £1
raised goes to these charities which is a marvellous
record for a National organisation).
There will be an excellent plant stall from Hedgehog
Nurseries.
Homemade teas will be available in The Reading Room
and the money raised from the teas is for Burrough
Green Church and the Reading Room.
Please come and bring your family/friends and support
these worthy charities, and have a great afternoon
outing.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BURROUGH GREEN READING ROOM
warmly invite you to our forthcoming fundraising
events to support and maintain our village hall.
AFTERNOON TEA
Saturday 29th July, 3-5pm.
Homemade cakes and a
chance to catch up with
friends.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Family Fun Day - Sunday 3rd September,
from 12 noon. Bring a picnic, fun and games on the
village green.
Quiz Night - Saturday 21st October, 7pm.
£10 per person including hot supper with paying
bar. More information to follow.
The Reading Room Committee.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
MOBILE LIBRARY
The Mobile Library will be at BRINKLEY Memorial Hall
on the 1st Tuesday of each month between 3.004.00pm; 4th July. BURROUGH GREEN by the BUS
STOP on 4th Wednesday of each month – 26th July at
3.50 - 4.10pm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
RECYCLING
Carlton – MONDAYS : Black bin – 3rd, 17th 31st July.
Blue & Green bins - 10th & 24th July.
Brinkley, Burrough Green, Westley Waterless –
Thursdays : Black sacks weekly.
Blue Lid – 13th & 27th July
Green Lid – 6th & 20th July.
Ink Cartridges The Opportunity Group which meets
at the Ellesmere Centre would be very grateful for
your old ink cartridges to help with fund raising. Please
drop them in the box on the gate at White Hart
Cottage, High Street Brinkley or in the box at the
Ellesmere Centre. Thank you.
(The Opportunity Group provides one to one care for
children with special needs and their siblings, also
provides respite for their parents/guardians.)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
THANK YOU
Peter & Gill would like to thank all those that came to
the Coffee Morning, on May 24th, at Glebe House, and
to those who couldn’t come, thank you for the
generous donations. We raised £783 for Marie Curie.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BRINKLEY FETE – THANK YOU
For the second year running, we would like to thank
those who helped in any way to the successful running
of Brinkley fete: those who helped us to set up and
take down; those who donated items for the stalls,
made or grew things to sell; those who ran stalls; and
those who brought their own equipment - everyone
played their part.
This year was particularly hot and exhausting, and we
hope that you have all recovered.
The net profit for this year is £2655 - an excellent
total.
Thanks to Adrian and Belinda Hull for their kind
permission in using their garden - and electricity - as a
beautiful setting for our village fete
Martin and Ros
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
West Wratting Tennis Club
invites new members. The
recently
resurfaced
allweather court next to the
village recreation ground
offers a perfect local and convenient place to play,
with plenty of parking available. Annual membership is
available for families, individuals and juniors.
Members enjoy the opportunity to enter the club's
annual Wimbledon Tickets Ballot which takes place in
May each year (too late for this year).
Book the court online to be sure it will be free when
you want to play.
For more information and a membership application
form visit www.WestWrattingTennis.co.uk or phone
the club Treasurer, Mark Holme on 07768 443223.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WESTON COLVILLE POP-UP CHARITY SHOP
For our Clothes Swap, all around the Reading Room on
3rd June were clothes and books, and we raised £150
for local charities Our Special Friends and Little
Miracles. Many thanks those who donated items, and
bought things, especially those who did both, including
the lovely ladies from Westley Waterless and
Brinkley, the latter spending almost two hours with us,
trying on, chatting and drinking tea.
Jacqueline Douglas
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WESTON COLVILLE CIRCULAR WALK
Our next circular walk will be on Saturday, 8th July.
All welcome - meet at the Reading Room at 10.00am,
BYO lunch, and maybe something to share. You can put
your lunch in the fridge before we set off, if you’d
like, and refreshments will be available.
Jacqueline and Alastair Douglas (01223 291475,
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BURROUGH GREEN FETE - THANK YOU
Sunday 11th June 2017
Thank you to everyone who came to our fete and
enjoyed the wonderful weather, albeit a little
windy. Thank you also to all those who donated to the
fete, to the stall holders and to those who came and
supported.
An excellent total in excess of £3,200 was raised and
once we know the final total, 25% of the proceeds will
be donated to the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BURROUGH GREEN BROWNIES
Eagle Owl will be jetting off to Romania in July where
she will lead an international trip for members of the
Girlguiding Senior Section. Whilst in Romania the girls
will help at a summer school for local children.
To inspire our girls and highlight what they can achieve
in their Girlguiding journey we have completed lots of
Romanian based activities so far this term including
making a Romanian flag bead brooch; decorating a
rooster plate; playing a Romanian true or false game
and have yet to complete an activity on Romanian
dress. The girls have also been collecting donations of
toys, toiletries, clothing and more for Eagle Owl to
give to the local Romanian children.
We are hoping the weather will be kind to us during
the second half of summer term as we are planning to
complete our Out and About badge. Within the
District we will also be taking part in the annual
Strawberry Evening, all section campfire at the
Jarman Centre in Newmarket and a Rainbow and
Brownie Fun Day. Rain or shine, it promises to be a
busy and exciting term.
If you have a daughter or know of someone who would
like to join us, we meet on a Thursday evening during
term time and take girls from the ages of 7 to 10. To
find out more, please contact Amanda Davies on 07712
761983.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
WESTON COLVILLE HARVEST SWAP
We’re trying a harvest swap this summer and have
chosen three Saturdays hoping to catch those ‘gluts’
your garden may produce. Bring produce that’s too
much for your table and go home with something
different in exchange. All fruit and veg welcome, plus
preserves. Nothing to swap? No problem - come and
see local produce you might like in exchange for a
donation. Refreshments available. The Saturdays will
be 15th, 29th July and 12th August, all 10.00 until
12.00 noon.
Jacqueline Douglas (01223 291475)
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MARSH MAIL News from Linton Village College
Linton Village College has a strong reputation for
industry links, having been designated a Business and
Enterprise specialist school since September 2003.
We continue to enjoy effective relationships with
industry and our young people benefit from access to
enterprise opportunities.
In June, all of our Year 10 students spent enrichment
week engaged in work experience. Many had sourced
their own placements to pursue a specific interest
ranging from the Park Inn Radisson Hotel in Ostrava,
Czech Republic and at the Aircraft Restoration
Company Duxford, working on the BBMF Lancaster
bomber, to experiencing legal practices in Haverhill
and interior design in Linton. While we support our
learners in developing skills ready for life beyond LVC,
and provide them with careers education, advice and
guidance, experiencing employment situations firsthand provides students with rich learning. For some it
has confirmed career decisions, for others tested
them. The feedback from our students and the
companies about the week has been incredibly positive.
As a member of Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s
Local Enterprise Partnership we benefit from industry
support, including careers training and business
mentoring. Our long-standing partnership with
Dalehead Foods, through the BITC Business Class
programme, is an excellent example of the positive
impact that business links can have. Our students have
enjoyed annual enterprise projects and employability
skills opportunities. The school has also benefited
from improvements to the site through the company’s
volunteer scheme.
We have, in addition, been fortunate to receive
financial donations from local businesses to support
school events and projects. As has been wellpublicised in the local and national press, education
budgets are incredibly challenging at present due to
real-term reductions in funding. The school is grateful
for such generous monetary contributions.
We are keen to continue to develop wider community
and business links to enrich the curriculum and provide
students with opportunities for authentic, real-world
learning. If any local companies are able to offer
support we would be keen to hear from you. We would
also welcome additional work experience placements
for future cohorts.
Ian Simmons, Head of the Business and Enterprise
Faculty (ian.simmons@lvc.org) would be happy to
receive any support that local industry is able to offer.
~~~~~~~~~~~
CELEBRATION & ARTWORK TO MARK 80 YEARS
OF LEARNING AT LINTON VILLAGE COLLEGE
Linton Village College is preparing to celebrate its 80th
anniversary in September 2017.

The College will hold a celebration on Sunday 17th
September 2017, 2-4pm. During the event the
College plans to display photos, stories and
memorabilia from 80 years of school life at LVC.
Former students willing to share memories or lend
items for the occasion are invited to contact
LVC80info@gmail.com , call 07931 966952 or write to
LVC80, Linton Village College, Cambridge Road, Linton,
Cambs CB21 4JB.
The school first opened its doors in September 1937
and since then generations of students have grown up
through the College. Thousands of young people have
gained essential skills and qualifications as well as
forming lifelong friendships and memories during their
time at LVC.
Students and staff from across the decades will be
warmly welcomed “back to school” on Sunday 17th
September to remember good times over tea and cake,
and to admire the school today with a chance to tour
the new buildings and facilities.
Updates about the anniversary will be provided on
Facebook: @LVC80.
Commemorative Mosaic
As a permanent commemoration of Linton Village
College’s 80th anniversary, 1937- 2017, this summer
term students will be installing a ceramic mosaic in the
original part of the school building.
The mosaic will be a lasting legacy for the College and
Linton community, designed and built collaboratively
by Year 7 students and professional artist, Jim
Anderson.
London-based artist Jim (www.kenya-mosaic.com) has
many years of experience in mosaic-making with
schools and community groups around the world. He
grew up in Linton and still has family in the village.
Examples of Jim’s work can be seen locally in the foyer
at Addenbrooke’s hospital.
The installation will take place 22-23 and 29-30 June
2017. The mosaic will be formally unveiled at the
anniversary celebration on Sunday 17th September
2017.
Linton Village College's anniversary celebration is
made possible by funding from Linton Parish Council.
The commemorative mosaic is being funded by
Linton Parish Council, Friends of LVC, the Anderson
Trust and Crofton Engineering Ltd.
For more information about the LVC80 celebration
and commemorative mosaic, please contact: Anna
McMahon: LVC80info@gmail.com or 01223 892525 /
07931 966952
BRINKLEY MEMORIAL HALL
If you wish to hire the hall, please contact
Susie Shuter on 01638 508729
The charges to hire the Memorial Hall are £8.00 per
hour for VV cluster and £11.00/ hour for outside. We
cater for one off parties and Groups looking for a
venue. The Hall can cater for 80 people.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

JULY BULLETIN FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE
AND RESCUE SERVICE
As the weather brightens up and the sunshine starts
brightening our weeks we welcome the longer, brighter
nights and the opportunity to enjoy summer days and
nights in the garden.
When powering up your BBQ’s and putting out the
garden furniture for the summer season, be sure to
take note of our top tips below to ensure you have a
fun and safe summer in the garden.
• If cooking outdoors, always check barbecues
over after winter storage, keep them on level
ground and ensure they are sited away from
sheds, fences, overhanging foliage and
property.
• Keep children and garden games well away
from the cooking area and never leave the
barbecue unattended.
• If you have a bonfire, build it well away from
buildings, tents or other flammable objects
and make sure it is properly out when you
leave.
• When out in the countryside, extinguish
cigarettes properly and dispose of them
responsibly – never throw a lit cigarette into
a field or wooded area.
• Don’t forget to stay safe around our county’s
waterways and if you see someone in trouble
in water, call 999 immediately with clear
details of your location.
• When out camping or using a tent, never use
candles inside or nearby and always
discourage smoking nearby. Never cook inside
a tent.
For the latest news, incidents and safety advice, or to
contact us, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to
email alerts and find us on Twitter, Instagram,
YouTube and Facebook.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH
CHILDCARE/BABYSITTING OR ANIMAL CARE
OVER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS?
I am 18 with a full clean driving licence and would
be pleased to hear from you if you need an extra
pair of hands whether it be on a regular basis
or just a one off.
Please contact me, Olivia Jones on 07825 476686
or email me oliviajones249@gmail.com

ELLESMERE GARDEN CLUB
26TH ANNUAL FLOWER AND CRAFT SHOW
July is Show time! Our main event this month is, as
usual, the Ellesmere Show which takes place on
Sunday 16th July in the large hall at the Ellesmere
Centre. The Show opens to the public at 12.30 pm with
prize giving at around 4pm. This year we welcome Chris
Mann from Radio Cambridgeshire to open the day, and
Lucy Frazer MP to present the prizes.
There is still time to collect your schedule from the
Ellesmere Centre and get your entries in by 5pm on
Thursday 13th July. Although you could pay £1 for a
late entry, it really helps our planning if we know
numbers in advance. It’s also better for you, so that
your prize exhibits get the space they deserve!
Normal entries cost 40p each with a maximum of £5
in total per person, so please do consider taking part.
In case you need reminding, classes include flowers,
pot plants, fruit, veg, produce, floral art, cookery,
crafts and photography, as well as special classes for
juniors.
On the field you will find various stalls, food and drink,
raffles and games, and music. And we will be holding
the ever popular Fun Dog Show, which kicks off at
2pm, with many and varied classes which you can enter
on the day. This has a very friendly and welcoming
atmosphere with Hannah from local veterinary
practice Lida Vets judging the entrants.
Finally, a Special Notice – change of date. Our last
event before the summer break is a visit to Reed
Cottage, Great Wilbraham, which will now take place
on Wednesday 2nd August, not 26th July as previously
advertised.
Do come and support the Club this summer! We look
forward to seeing a large crowd, and if you want more
information about the club please contact Sandie on
01638 507542.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
CATHOLIC SERVICES
NEWMARKET & KIRTLING.
Mass Times
Saturday
6.30pm
Newmarket
Sunday
9.00am
Kirtling
10.30am
Newmarket
Holy Days
9.00am
Newmarket
12noon
Kirtling
7.30pm
Newmarket
Our Lady with St. Etheldreda, Exeter
Road, Newmarket
Our Lady & St Philip Neri, Kirtling
Main Address: 14 Exeter Road, Newmarket,
CB8 8LT. Telephone: 01638 662492
Email: office@olise.co.uk
Brinkley contact, John Conti 01638 508304
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CHILDREN’S SUMMER TENNIS COACHING
CAMPS
THE ELLESMERE CENTRE STETCHWORTH
CHRIS & JORDY KTORI
LTA MASTER PERFORMANCE COACH
HAVE FUN
LEARN ALL THE STROKES
MEET PEOPLE
WIN PRIZES
BALL MACHINE TARGET
PRACTICE
HAVE YOU PLAYED TENNIS PONG?
OMG! SO MUCH FUN!
Aged 4-18yrs
£18 per session
10am – 1pm
You can do single sessions or sign up for as many
as you like
WEEK 1: MON 24TH JULY – THU 27TH JULY
WEEK 2: MON 31ST JULY – THU 3RD AUGUST
WEEK 3 : MON 7TH AUGUST – THU 10TH AUGUST
WEEK 4: MON 14TH AUGUST – THU 17TH AUGUST
To book in call Chris on 07768 003295
or email cktori@icloud.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NETBALL COACHING – FUN SESSIONS
Frayr Bridgeman, along with other students from LVC
are going on a once in a lifetime trip to Peru in the
summer of 2018. When there they will be helping in
the local community and trying to make a contribution
to community development and environmental
conservation projects in the less fortunate regions of
Peru.
As a part of the experience the students have to raise
all the money themselves to fund their trip.
In order to raise this money Frayr has
already had a raffle at the community
market and a stall at the Big Balsham Sale
as well as cake sales outside of the
village. Frayr’s next event is to run fun
netball sessions for children and adults in
the summer holidays. Only £5 per session. Contact us
on
angela.bridgeman@abnetballcoaching.co.uk
or
07729 879300 for further information or to book a
place.
Monday 31st July 7pm-8.30pm
Ladies
st
Tuesday 1 August 1pm-3pm
Children in KS2
Tuesday 1st August 3pm-5pm
Girls in KS3 & KS4
Wednesday 2nd August 1pm-3pm Girls in years 7 & 8
Wednesday 2nd August 3pm-5pm Girls in years 9, 10
& 11
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHAT’S ON AT THE RED LION
BRINKLEY
July already and summer is finally here. The
sun is certainly welcome and the garden is
showing its potential as somewhere to relax in
the heat. Holidays will be here before we know it. We
will be moving to summer hours, staying open until
10pm on Wednesday and Thursday, and 11pm Friday
and Saturday. Additionally, we will be open until
2:30pm at lunchtime with food ending at 2pm.
Ethnic food nights have been a hit, with June's curry
nights nicely full.
In July, we are featuring Chinese food on the 14th
and 15th so if sweet and sour chicken sounds up your
alley give us a ring and make a booking.
Other events this month are Coffee morning on
Wednesday 12th and Family meal on 23rd. We're
planning chicken and cheese verde or black bean
enchiladas, and fruit empanadas.
An enjoyment for us recently has been many of our
smaller customers have felt comfortable enough to
give us a few suggestions to think about. And we
have. Such as now their parents are more into eating
outside in the garden, they've been thinking if we
could maybe do some well-priced children's basket
meals so they can sit and hang out with their friends
under the big chestnut tree and don't have to sit
beside the older folks, they'd like that. And while it's
great we have some games for them to play indoors, it
would be even better if we could maybe have more for
them to play on in the garden.
So on Saturday July 15th, we'd like to give away a
free kids basket meal to our first 10 younger
customers. And they'll maybe find something new
in the garden for them too.
We are enjoying all the new faces coming in and as
always, we appreciate the support we get from people
in the area. Let's have a great summer.
01638 508707
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BURROUGH GREEN READING ROOM.
We are licensed to cater for 100 people and are
available on various days of the week.
The charges are £8.00 per hour for village and
£10.00 for outside.
To hire the Reading Room,
Please contact Joanne Harrison on 01638 508888
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
NHS HEARING AID SERVICE
NEWMARKET DAY CENTRE
Fred Archer Way. Newmarket.
Not for hearing tests. Cleaning, re-tubing of aids.
Battery change (Suffolk issued aids only.)
Tuesday 25th July 1.30pm – 3.30pm
No appointment necessary.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NEWS FROM THE ELLESMERE CENTRE

THE ELLESMERE ANNUAL SUMMER
SHOW IS ON SUNDAY 16TH JULY.

Join us from 12pm for Live Music,
Dog Show (Sponsored By Lida Vets),
Pony Rides, Fully Licensed Bar with Real
Ale, Pimms Bar, Barbecue,
Afternoon Tea and Cakes,
Produce Stall, Tombola,
Bouncy Castle, Raffle, Bric-aBrac, Books and of course the
wonderful ‘Garden and Produce
Show’.

Summer Holiday Activities
Please see our Website for our extensive range
of holiday activities this year or email the Centre
for a copy.
The Ellesmere Centre, Stetchworth, CB8 9TS.
www.ellesmerecentre.org.uk
Tel 01638 508212.
Email office@ellesmerecentre.org.uk.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
VILLAGE WEBSITES
www.burroughgreen.com
http://www.parish-council.com/Brinkley/
www.carlton-cambridgeshire.org.uk
Do have a look at the websites which contain lots of
information about the villages and the school and have
links to archive material. The Village Voice newsletter
is available on Burrough Green & Brinkley sites for the
current month and several previous issues.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ARTICLES FOR AUGUST VILLAGE VOICE
To
villagevoicenewsletter@btinternet.com
01638 507495
by 21st July 2017 please

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

JULY SERVICES
Sunday 2nd July
3rd Sunday after Trinity
9.00am Holy Communion
Brinkley
Revn’d Chris Barter
10.30am Family Service
Burrough Green
Anthea Kenna
Genesis 22: 1-14

Romans 6: 12-end

Matthew 10: 40-end

Sunday 9th July
4th Sunday after Trinity
9.00am Family Communion
Stetchworth
10.30am Morning Prayer
Dullingham
The Ven. Alex Hughes
Genesis 24:34-38 Romans 7: 15-25a
Matthew 11: 16-19,25-end

Sunday 16th July
5th Sunday after Trinity
9.00am Family Communion
Burrough Green
Revn’d Chris Barter
10.30am Morning Prayer
Brinkley
Anthea Kenna
Genesis 25: 19-end Romans 8: 1-11
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23

Sunday 23rd July
6th Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion
Dullingham
Revn’d Chris Barter
6.00pm Evensong
Stetchworth
Mr Alastair France
Genesis 28: 10-19a Romans 8: 12-25
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

Sunday 30th July
7th Sunday after Trinity
10.30am Holy Communion
Carlton
Canon Dr. Malcolm Brown
Genesis 29: 15-28 Romans 8: 26-end
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

++++++++++++++++++++++

RADDESLEY BENEFICE
I’m always aware when writing for our news sheets
that what I write at a particular time might be read
maybe a month and a half later. Knowing that we had
an election coming up I thought maybe I should wait
until afterwards in case there was any change… I now
find myself wishing I had written earlier and then I
could always have used the excuse of the deadline.
So much has happened in recent weeks; as I write we
are hoping and praying for residents of Grenfell Tower
in London knowing many have lost their lives. I do,
though, want to work a little on a theme; the
extraordinary things that people do. We have seen the
bravery of our emergency services and of ordinary
men and women very clearly. The best of human nature
comes through.
In the Church of England, in common with many other
Christian churches, we have been celebrating the
coming of the Holy Spirit after Jesus’s death,
resurrection and ascension. The gift of the Holy
Spirit, as told in the Bible, enabled the Apostles, and
other followers of Jesus (mostly ordinary people with
no great education) to do incredible things, to speak in
languages that they did not know previously and to
spread the word about Jesus. The Holy Spirit gave
them that personal power, the inner strength (not
necessarily physical strength) to achieve incredible
things.
I’m sure some of you might disagree with me (but isn’t
it good living in a society that tolerates such
disagreement), but I have a certain admiration for
those that put themselves forward for political office.
Now, I might be just a bit biased here, as I am a Parish
Councillor and I did stand some years ago for election
to the District Council (and was dangerously close to
being elected). With very few exceptions, the people
that put themselves forward in such a way do this with
a view to making things better. We might not agree
with their views of what better is (and I’m always
happy having a friendly discussion with them about
why I don’t agree with them either) or the methods
they employ, but I very much admire a personal
conviction, and the willingness to accept such
responsibilities. There are undoubtedly divisions in
this country and in the world. Some people look to
exploit this violently and impose their will on others.
Many more though, continue on their way, doing
ordinary and extraordinary things. Some work in our
emergency services, some take on elected office,
many more are our “Army of Ordinary People” – to
quote a modern hymn. As we enter a period of a new
parliament and (at the time of writing, at least) some
uncertainty as to the future, I pray that the Holy

Spirit works with those in authority to do what is
right, to bring our nation, and our world, to peace.
Whatever your source of inner strength (and I am
happy to say mine comes from the Holy Spirit) and
those for our representatives, our emergency
services, and those all over the world, may it refresh
us, renew us and guide us.
Alastair France
Churchwarden, St. Peter’s Stetchworth
++++++++++++++++++
Rev’d Nikki Mann will be
living at the Vicarage in
Dullingham and will be
working on a part-time
basis in the Raddesley
Group. She will be moving
in with her family in late
July, will be on holiday for
the month of August and
will take up her duties
following on from the
Licensing service on 5th
September.
Her usual
working days will be
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
and Thursday – though
there will of course be some flexibility to
accommodate Weddings, Funerals, etc.
++++++++++++++++++
LICENSING SERVICE SHEETS: The Raddesley
group will be preparing service sheets for the licensing
service and having them printed. It is envisaged that
this will be an A5 booklet with approximately 20 pages.
Is there anyone within the group involved in printing
who would be able to help with this please? If so
please
contact
Lily
01638
507576
–
lilywhymer@btinternet.com
++++++++++++++++++++++++
Until Nikki Mann becomes our Priest -in-Charge please
contact your Churchwarden if you need the services
of a minister. They will be able to advise you of the
person to call.
Burrough Green: Lucy Talbot Tel: 01638 507060,
email: peterandlucyt@btinternet.com
Westley Waterless: Ms. Deborah O'Riordan, Tel:
01638 507741, email d.a.oriordan@btinternet.com
and Mrs Liz Gibson, Tel: 01638 508600,
lizgibson@me.com
Carlton: Stephen Roberts 01223 290372 or
Stephen.roberts28@btopenworld.com.
Brinkley: John Robertson Tel. 01638 507484
Rural Dean: Rev’d Sue Giles 01223 812726
e.mail : suethevic@btinternet.com
+++++++++++++++

